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Lifetime Care Program 

THE NEED 

You take loving care of your cat…but will she have a happy, safe, 
healthy and permanent home when you can no longer provide for her?  
Or will you risk having it taken to a shelter by friends, relatives or 
authorities who can’t, or won’t, provide the commitment you want?  
Virtually every animal shelter gets urgent calls when a cat owner has 
suddenly died or can no longer care for their cat.  You love your cat 
and you don’t want to leave it in that situation. 

 

THE SOLUTION 	  

Blue Bell Cat Retirement Sanctuary… A forever home in a sunny, 
attractive environment where your cat will get individualized care.  A 
non-profit, cats-only haven where all of the residents are permanent:  
we don’t board animals nor do we adopt out any of our resident cats.  
Everyone is a family member!  Currently, about 50 felines are enjoying 
their golden years at Blue Bell.  The concept is “cottage care:” a home 
environment that provides a small, intimate home that’s like the one 
your cat lives in now. 
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AT BLUE BELL,  YOU W ILL FIND…  	  

-‐ A cozy home nestled on a large property in Laguna Beach. 

-‐ Cats live totally cage-free in an immaculate indoor/outdoor home amid 
beautiful gardens. 

-‐ Plenty of running and exercise room indoors as well as on our 
expansive screened-in patios. 

-‐ Separate housing for special-needs cats. 

-‐ Warm and snug sleeping baskets, beds and cat trees. 

-‐ Lots of hiding places, high shelves, a kitty playhouse and toys. 

-‐ High quality food, both dry and canned, water bowls, water fountains 
and special diets (if required).  

-‐ 24-hour health care available from our dedicated veterinarians. 

-‐ Skilled staff and loving volunteers tending to your cat’s needs. 

-‐ Fully licensed. 

-‐ A 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization. 
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ABOUT BLUE BELL 

“Our Mission is  to offer  loving and compassionate l ifetime care 

for senior cats  whose owners can no longer care for them .” 	  

Since 1989, Blue Bell has provided countless cat owners peace of 
mind by assuring them their cat will have a safe, clean, healthy and 
loving home…forever!   Blue Bell was founded in the 1960’s by Bertha 
Gray Yergat who opened her cat boarding facility located in her home 
and provided temporary housing to both owned and stray cats.  She 
doted on her cats, taking pride in the spotless conditions and friendly 
atmosphere she provided.  Bertha bequeathed her home as a 
permanent retirement “country club” for cats. 

Today, after a quarter century of continuous service, our facilities and 
gardens are undergoing a complete renovation to help us realize our 
vision to become the leading cat retirement sanctuary promising total 
peace of mind to cat owners and homelike, personalized care to the 
cats entrusted to us. 
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HOW  TO SECURE YOUR CAT ’S HOM E AT BLUE BELL 	  

We recommend you call us and we can answer your questions before you make 
a decision. We also suggest that you make an appointment to tour our facility, 
meet our staff and volunteers and see how the cats live in our cottage home. 

Once you have decided Blue Bell is the place for you, please take these steps: 

1. Contact your estate attorney to include the appropriate language in your will        
and trust documents to fulfill your desire to have your cat retire at Blue Bell and 
to specify how the fee will be paid when the transfer is made. 

2. Use the “how to” guide included in this package to assist your lawyer with 
appropriate document language.  If necessary, we will coordinate contact 
between your attorney and ours to answer any questions that may arise. 

3. Once your estate plans are in place, please complete the included contact 
information sheet and return it to us as soon as possible.  We will add you and 
your cat to our potential future residents’ roster and keep you posted on the latest 
happenings at Blue Bell. 

4. Should information about your cat or contacts change, please let us know. 

5. When the time comes, your designated representative should contact us 
immediately to begin the formal application and transition process. 
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FEES 

Blue Bell charges a one-time fee of $7,500 for the Lifetime Care Program.   

This fee: 

o Includes all food, shelter and comprehensive medical and dental care that 
your cat will need over its lifetime. 

o Includes transfer coordination and safe transportation from your home in 
Southern California to ours.  (If you live outside of this area, special 
transportation arrangements can be made at an additional fee.) 

o Is tax-deductible. 
o Is not conditioned on your cat’s health or special needs. 

         Payment Methods 

You can pay for your cat’s residency by cash, cashier’s check, through Pay 
Pal, bequest in your will, or through a trust agreement.  

As a non-profit organization, our sole goal is to provide a safe, healthy and happy 
environment for your cat…the kind of home you have provided for so many 
years.  As such, we have been very conservative in establishing our fees.  The 
fee covers not only a warm home where your pet will receive lots of individual 
care and attention, it helps defray the costs of daily living, medical care, program 
administration, staffing and facilities operation and maintenance.  
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 	  

AM  I  A CANDIDATE FOR PLACING M Y CAT W ITH BLUE BELL? 	  

If you are uncertain that your cat will remain in a loving and safe home once you are no 
longer able to care for her, you should make arrangements to secure her future.  Blue 
Bell offers such a place for cats 10 and older at a reasonable cost. 

W HEN SHOULD I  M AKE ARRANGM ENTS FOR M Y CAT? 	  

This should be taken care of when you are preparing your will and trust documents. If 
your will and trust have already been prepared, you can have your attorney amend 
them to specify that your cat be placed at Blue Bell and how the fee will be paid. 

W HAT DOES ROUTINE MEDICAL COVER? 	  

It includes regular check-ups and blood-work at least once a year, shots, medications, 
surgery and dental care. Each cat is weighed at least once a week. We specialize in 
managing feline health issues such as renal (kidney) insufficiency, diabetes, 
hyperthyroidism and other age related changes associated with senior cats. 
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W HAT M EDICAL CARE IS  NOT INCLUDED? 	  

Chemotherapy, kidney transplants and radioisotope therapy for thyroid disease.	  	  

W HAT HAPPENS IF  M Y CAT DIES BEFORE I  DO? 	  

If you adopt another cat and it meets Blue Bell’s requirements, it is a simple matter of 
transferring the paperwork to your new cat. If time permits, please consult with us 
before adopting your new cat. 

W HAT IF  I  BECOM E DISABLED BEFORE I  DIE? 	  

We recommend that you include in your medical directive instructions for contacting us 
and placing your cat with us.  Be sure that someone is aware of your wishes and will 
have immediate access to your directive. 

W ILL I  EVER HAVE TO PAY M ORE THAN THE ONE -TIM E FEE? 	  	  

No. 

CAN I ,  FAMILY MEM BERS OR FRIENDS,  VISIT MY CAT? 	  

Absolutely!  We love to have visitors…and the cats love them too!  Just call us to 
schedule a time. 

 



8	  
	  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

W HAT IF  M Y CAT BECOM ES SERIOUSLY ILL W HILE IN YOUR CARE? 	  

Blue Bell is committed to keeping your cat healthy and happy.  Euthanasia is only 
considered if a good quality of life cannot be sustained.  Our Quality of Life Policy 
Committee consists of four people who are very familiar with your cat and they will 
evaluate each situation to determine if a reasonable quality of life can be restored or 
maintained.  The committee includes our veterinarian, the director, a staff member and 
a volunteer. 

W HAT IS  M Y ASSURANCE THAT M Y CAT W ILL BE TREATED W ELL? 	  

Blue Bell is licensed and inspected regularly by the City of Laguna Beach Department 
of Animal Control. We have been providing quality care since 1989 and have a 
reputation for excellence.  We also invite you, your friends or relatives to come and 
visit your cat at our facility and see what a safe, healthy and happy home we provide. 

W HAT ARE THE STAFFING AND VOLU NTEER RESOURCES? 	  

A Board of Directors manages Blue Bell. There are three full time staff members and 
four part-time employees.  In addition, there are regular volunteers who come every 
day.  Volunteers do not perform any medical treatments; their role is to be the “moms” 
and “dads” to the cats. They become so familiar with each cat that it is often a 
volunteer who first notices a slight change in behavior that might signal a developing 
health problem. 
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IS  THERE AN EMERGENCY PLAN IN PLACE IN CASE OF FIRE,  

EARTHQUAKES OR OTHER NATURAL DISASTERS? 

Yes.  We have detailed plans in place, which are reviewed annually. 

W HAT ASSURANCES CAN YOU GIVE M E THAT BLUE BELL IS  

FINANCIALLY STRONG ENOUGH TO TAKE CARE OF MY CAT FOR THE 

REST OF ITS LIFE?  

Our property and facilities are debt free and are currently undergoing total renovation.  
We operate with a balanced budget and possess substantial financial reserves which 
we continue to strengthen through our ongoing fund raising program. 

HOW  M UCH INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION W ILL M Y CAT RECEIVE? 	  

There are volunteers and staff members at the Blue Bell facility every day.  Everyone 
here is a cat lover; most own cats of their own.  They enjoy nothing more than to play 
with, groom and cuddle the cats. 

ARE SPECIAL DIETS AVAILABLE? 	  

Yes, we will provide the best type of food to meet your cat’s needs. 

W HAT IS  THE ASSIM ILATION PROCESS FOR M Y CAT? 	  

• When your cat arrives at Blue Bell, she is given a complete physical 
evaluation and appropriate laboratory tests will be performed.  A medical 
record is created that stays with your cat throughout her lifetime with us. 

• All cats will be permanently and positively identified with a microchip. 

• Any special needs, diets, medicines or restrictions are assessed and 
provided. 

• When your cat first arrives she will be placed in a special “quiet” suite with a 
cat tree, chair and bed.  Your cat will also have access to her own private, 
screened-in sun porch.  

• There she can adjust to the sights, sounds and smells of Blue Bell.  

• Once your cat is confident and ready to live with the general population, she 
will be moved to our larger home. 
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Please call us with questions or make an appointment to visit. 

949.494.1586 

Email: bluebellkitties@yahoo.com    Web: bluebellcats.org 

20982 Laguna Canyon Road, Laguna Beach, CA 92651 

Tax Exempt 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization 

 Taxpayer ID #33-0246182 


